The International Academy of Family Lawyers (IAFL) are delighted to be hosting a day of discussion in advance of the 25th Annual Family Law Conference. The day will be devoted to the Hague family law conventions in African jurisdictions, an informal exchange of information regarding developments in family law in Africa and an informal meeting to discuss the scope for the creation, and leadership, of an African Chapter of the IAFL. 

The IAFL has nearly 1,000 fellows across the globe- presently from just under 70 jurisdictions. Membership of IAFL is by invitation to individuals who are recognised by their peers as the most experienced and skilled family law specialists in their jurisdiction. Since our inception in 1986 we have strived to improve the practice of law and administration of justice in the area of divorce and family law throughout the world. We have developed relationships with NGOs like the Hague Conference, where we have Observer status on a number of the Special Commissions and Expert Groups, Governments and other practitioner organisations. We provide education for lawyers and non-lawyers on international family law matters, and enable our fellows to obtain the assistance of the highest calibre lawyers in other jurisdictions so to better support their clients. 

IAFL want to bring together existing African IAFL fellows, IAFL senior leadership and individuals from Africa who are not yet fellows, but who might be interested in applying for fellowship to discuss whether there is an interest in the creation of a Chapter. If there is an interest in taking this forward, IAFL want to take soundings from those who would be wish to be involved, and to understand what practitioners in in the region think the priorities should be. In other regions IAFL have found that the creation of a Chapter enhances opportunities for fellows to more fully participate in leadership of the organisation as a whole, allows us to enhance the education we can offer our fellows to offer a more global perspective and increases the network of fellows who are able to provide advice in cases that involve an international dimension. 


